
There’s Something More Important Than Your Rights, Part 6 

Sermon Title: Influencing an Unsaved Spouse as a Witnessing Strategy Part 2 

Sermon Text: 1 Peter 3:7 

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to the submissive testimony of witnessing with their life to their wife. 

Sermon Proposition: There are 3 concepts for witnessing of husbands to an unsaved wife. 

 

I. Husbands influence an unsaved spouse by their humility. V.7a 

II. Husbands influence an unsaved spouse by their harmony. V.7b 

III. Husbands influence an unsaved spouse by their honoring. V.7c 

 

I. Husbands influence an unsaved spouse by their humility. V.7a 

 Peter now turns to husbands, who must also live a life of submission to human institutions. Men 

 demonstrate their submission to the unsaved wife, by showing humility, that is: 

 1. sacrificial, 

 2. sanctifying, and 

 3. safe. 

 Not submission to the authority or leadership of the wife, but the needs. (Eph 5:25-29; Titus 2:1-5) 

 1 Timothy 5:14 Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, 

 give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 15 For some have already turned aside after 

 Satan. 

 II. Husbands influence an unsaved spouse by their harmony. V.7b 

 A. The word translated live and dwell (sunoikountes) means “dwelling together” and refers to living 

  with someone in intimacy and cherishing them. Believing husbands must constantly nourish and  

  cherish their wives in the bond of intimacy. This included the total marital relationship often with 

  sexual overtones. (1 Cor 7:1-5) 

 B.   Understanding communicates the idea of being sensitive and considerate of the wife’s deepest  

  physical and emotional needs. (Eph 5:25-28) 

  Proverbs 5:18 Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your youth. 19 As a  

  loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; And always be enraptured 

  with her love.  

  1 Corinthians 7:3 Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the  

  wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband  

  does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5  

  Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to  

  fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your  

  lack of self-control.  

  This understanding is the word (gnosis) personal insight. This understanding leads to personal  

  knowledge that leads to loving care, whether in the bedroom or in other activities of marriage.  

  (1 Cor 8:1-13; 2 Peter 3:5-6) 

  Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge  

  and all discernment,  

  Colossians 1:9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,  

  and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual  

  understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in  

  every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  

  Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the  

  image of Him who created him,  

  



III. Husbands influence an unsaved spouse by their honoring. V.7c 

 A. Because she is due honor. 

  Christian husbands demonstrate honor to their wives by being sacrificial: 

  1. providers, 

  2. protectors, and 

  3. pastors of their wives. 

  This would include honoring (rather than running down) a person verbally; but also indicates  

  deeds that show that the wife is a person of value and worth. 

 B. Because of her weakness. 

  Just as submission does not imply inherent inferiority for the ones who submit, so the word  

  weaker does not mean the wife is weaker in character, intellect, status before God, or spiritually  

  inferior. They are weaker physically compared to men. (Eph 5:23, 35-36) 

  1 Samuel 1:4 And whenever the time came for Elkanah to make an offering, he would give  

  portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he would give a 

  double portion, for he loved Hannah, although the LORD had closed her womb.  

  Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 

  1 Timothy 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his  

  household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  

 C. Because she is an heir to the grace of life. 

  1. The husband is to be a companion for his wife as a fellow heir of human creation and life, 

   but this thought also refers to a true and intimate friendship that belongs to those who are  

   possessors of God’s blessed gifts in life. 

  2. Marriage is the 2
nd

 concept of this thought. Marriage is a divine gift given to man by  

   God, regardless of his relationship or attitude with or toward the giver. 

    Intimate companionship in marriage, is an inherited blessing of this life, this  

   would have been a foreign concept in the Greco-Roman world of Peter’s day. Husbands  

   were not interested in friendship with their wives or allowing them to have friendships  

   outside the home in many cases, expecting them to merely maintain the household and  

   bear children. 

  3. Eternal life would be the 3
rd

 possible gift to be inherited. 

  4. Resulting in unhindered prayer life. 

   Psalm 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.  

   Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have  

   hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear. 

   John 9:31 "Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of 

   God and does His will, He hears him. 

    John 14:13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be  

   glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

   James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on  

   your pleasures.  

 


