Sermon Title: The Hypocritical Church
Sermon Text: Revelation 3:1-6

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to revive themselves, by repenting of their 


       lifestyle of hypocrisy.

Sermon Proposition: There are 5 exhortations given to a hypocritical church.

Introduction to The Hypocritical Church
tHE CHURCH

the Church in Sardis


Though the details are not recorded in Scripture, the church at Sardis was probably founded as an outreach of Paul’s ministry at Ephesus (Acts 19:10). The most prominent person from the church at Sardis known to history is Melito. He was an apologist (one who wrote in defense of Christianity) who served as bishop of Sardis in the late second century. He also wrote the earliest known commentary on passages from Revelation. The letter does not speak of persecution (why would Satan bother to persecute a dead church?), false doctrine, false teachers, or corrupt living. Yet some combination of those things was obviously present at Sardis, since the church had died.

THE CITY

Sardis

To a striking degree, the history of the church at Sardis paralleled that of the city. Founded about 1200 B.C., Sardis had been one of the greatest cities in the ancient world, capital of the fabulously wealthy Lydian kingdom. (The name of that kingdom’s most famous king, Croesus, lives on in the saying “As rich as Croesus.”) Aesop, the famous writer of fables, may have been from Sardis. Much of Sardis’s wealth came from gold taken from the nearby Pactolus River; archaeologists have found hundreds of crucibles, used for refining gold, in the ruins of Sardis. (Edwin M. Yamauchi, New Testament Cities in Western Asia Minor [Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980], 65). Gold and silver coins were apparently first minted at Sardis. The city also benefited from its location at the western end of the royal road that led east to the Persian capital city of Susa, and from its proximity to other important trade routes. It was also a center for wool production and the garment industry; in fact, Sardis claimed to have discovered how to dye wool.


Sardis was located about thirty miles south of Thyatira in the fertile valley of the Hermus River. A series of spurs or hills jutted out from the ridge of Mount Tmolus, south of the Hermus River. On one of those hills some fifteen hundred feet above the valley floor stood Sardis. Its location made the city all but impregnable. The hill on which Sardis was built had smooth, nearly perpendicular rock walls on three sides. Only from the south could the city be approached, via a steep, difficult path. The one drawback to an otherwise ideal site was that there was limited room for the city to expand. Eventually, as Sardis grew, a new city sprang up at the foot of the hill. The old site remained a refuge to retreat into when danger threatened.


Its seemingly impregnable location caused the inhabitants of Sardis to become overconfident. That complacency eventually led to the city’s downfall. Through carelessness, the unimaginable happened: Sardis was conquered. The news of its downfall sent shock waves through the Greek world. Even in John’s day, several centuries later, a proverbial saying equated “to capture the acropolis of Sardis” with “to do the impossible” (Colin J. Hemer, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia in Their Local Setting [Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1986], 133). Dr. Robert L. Thomas relates the account of Sardis’s fall:

Despite an alleged warning against self-satisfaction by the Greek god whom he consulted, Croesus the king of Lydia initiated an attack against Cyrus king of Persia, but was soundly defeated. Returning to Sardis to recoup and rebuild his army for another attack, he was pursued quickly by Cyrus who laid siege against Sardis. Croesus felt utterly secure in his impregnable situation atop the acropolis and foresaw an easy victory over the Persians who were cornered among the perpendicular rocks in the lower city, an easy prey for the assembling Lydian army to crush. After retiring one evening while the drama was unfolding, he awakened to discover that the Persians had gained control of the acropolis by scaling one-by-one the steep walls (549 B.C.). So secure did the Sardians feel that they left this means of access completely unguarded, permitting the climbers to ascend unobserved. It is said that even a child could have defended the city from this kind of attack, but not so much as one observer had been appointed to watch the side that was believed to be inaccessible.

History repeated itself more than three and a half centuries later when Antiochus the Great conquered Sardis by utilizing the services of a sure-footed mountain climber from Crete (195 B.C.). His army entered the city by another route while the defenders in careless confidence were content to guard the one known approach, the isthmus of land connected to Mount Tmolus on the south. (Revelation 1-7: An Exegetical Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1992], 241)


Sardis never regained its independence, eventually coming under Roman control in 133 B.C. A catastrophic earthquake destroyed the city in A.D. 17, but it was rebuilt with the generous financial aid of Emperor Tiberius. In gratitude, the inhabitants of Sardis built a temple in his honor. The city’s primary object of worship, however, was the goddess Cybele – the same goddess worshiped at Ephesus as Artemis (Diana). Hot springs not far from Sardis were celebrated as a spot in which the gods manifested their supposed power to give life to the dead – an ironic note for a city whose church was dead. In John’s day Sardis was prosperous but decaying, its glory days long past. Both the city and the church it contained had lost their vitality.

Taken from:
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary Revelation 1-11, Moody Press/Chicago, 1999, pp.109-111.
The definition of hypocrisy is a showy, empty, display of religion, described as: self-righteous (Luke 18:11-12); Holier than you (Is. 65:5); blind (Matt. 23:17-26); covetous (2 Pet. 2:3); showy (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16); highly critical (Matt. 7:3-5); indignant (Luke 13:14-15); bound by tradition (Matt. 15:1-9); neglectful of major duties (Matt. 23:23-24); pretended lust unpracticed (Ezek. 33:31-32); interested in the external (Luke 20:46-47); fond of titles (Matt. 23:6-7); inwardly unregenerate (Luke 11:39).

I.
The consultation to the hypocrite church. V.1a

II.
The condemnation to the hypocrite church. V.1b


A.
The dead church has 6 symptoms.

1)
The dead church is content to rest on its past laurels, concerned with liturgical forms, rather than Spiritual realities.

2 Timothy 3:5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

2)
The dead church focuses on curing social ills rather than changing people’s hearts through preaching and accountability.
3)
The dead church is more concerned with material things rather than Spiritual things.

4)
The dead church is concerned with what men think rather than with what God said.

5)
The dead church is more concerned about doctrinal creed and systems of theology, than they are with the Word of God.

6)
The dead church has lost its conviction that every word of the Bible is the Word of God Himself.

7)
The dead church becomes complacent and lethargic in the study of God’s Word and prayer and spiritual growth.

B.
The dead church is voided of the Spirit.

Judges 16:20 And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" So he awoke from his sleep, and said, "I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!" But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him.
Galatians 5:16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.


Galatians 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
III.
The command to the hypocrite church. V.2-3


A.
The 1st command is to be watchful. V.2a

Matthew 24:42 "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 "But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.

B.
The 2nd command is to be strengthened. V.2b

James 2:14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?
James 4:17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

C.
The 3rd command is to remember. V.3a

Jeremiah 48:10 Cursed is he who does the work of the LORD deceitfully, And cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood


1)
Remember what you received.

Mark 8:36 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?
Luke 14:26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it --  29 "lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,


2)
Remember what you heard. (1 John 1:1-4)
1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life -- 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us -- 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.


D.
The 4th command is to hold fast. V.3b (2 Peter 3:15-16)
1 Timothy 6:20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge -- 21 by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.
2 Peter 3:15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation -- as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.


E.
The 5th command is to repent. V.3c

IV.
The consolation to the dead church. V.4


A.
The recognition of their practiced purity. V.4a

James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
Matthew 22:11 "But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment.
Jude 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.

B.
The recognition of their practiced holiness. V.4b (Rev.  7:9)
Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,

2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
V.
The counsel to the dead church. V.5-6


A.
The promise of celebration clothing. V.5a
Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
Zechariah 3:4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes."

B.
The promise of Christ’s confession. V.5b 
Luke 10:20 "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven."

Revelation 20:15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.

Matthew 10:32 " Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.
Conclusion:

1)
The Spiritually dead needs to heed Christ’s warning of coming judgment.

2)
The indifferent believers needed to wake up before it was too late to save the church.

3)
The faithful few could take comfort in the knowledge that their salvation is secured.

