
Sermon Title: The Moral Person Is Under The Sentence of Condemnation, Part 3 

Sermon Text: Romans 2:11-16 

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to understand why moral people are condemned Jew or Gentile. 

Sermon Proposition: There are 6 principles for why God condemns moral people. 

 

V. The judgment of God will be impartial. V.11-15 

VI. The judgment of God will be based on motives. V.16 

 

V. The judgment of God will be impartial. V.11-15 

 A. The principle of impartial judgment. V.11 

   The principle that God treats all people equally in the judgment has been made positively  

  with respect to the criterion of judgment in (v.6). Now, Paul wants to make the same point from  

  a negative point of view, by claiming that, “there is no partiality with God.”  

   This paragraph raises the question about the relationship between what brings about  

  justification and what brings about judgment. 

 B. The precepts of impartial judgment. V.12 

   The division of the world into those who sin “without the law” and those who sin “in the  

  law” corresponds to the distinction between Jews and Gentiles (cf vv.10, 14). 

   This means that the “law” in question is the law of Moses, the body of commandments  

  given by God through Moses to the people of Israel at Mt. Sinai. 

   By definition the Jews are “in the law” possessors of the law, with knowledge of the law.  

  But the Gentiles do not possess the law or may not have knowledge of the law, therefore, they  

  are “without the law.” 

   They are alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of  

  promise (Eph. 2:12). 

   In contrast, the Jews live “in the sphere” of the law, within the boundaries defined by the  

  (Mosaic law given at Mt. Sinai). 

   Therefore the Gentiles so most Jews thought, could only experience God’s salvation  

  favor by only taking on “the yoke of the law” because outside the sphere of the law, there is no  

  salvation. 

   The Jew on the other hand who lived within the sphere of the law, considered themselves  

  virtually assured of salvation. It is clear from these verses that Paul is arguing and laying a case  

  for the universal sinfulness of man, and that condemnation from God and by God is the final  

  verdict. 

   Therefore, the ignorance by the Gentile of the law will not save him, but condemns him,  

  and likewise the possession and knowledge of the law by the Jew will not save him, but condemn 

  him.  

 C. The practice of the Jew in impartial judgment. V.13 

   In these verses Paul defends the equal condemnation of all peoples (Jew/Gentile) before  

  God’s judgment seat against the charge that the Jew’s possession and knowledge of God’s law  

  gives them a decisive advantage over the Gentile. 

   This is not the case, Paul argues on behalf of God with 2 facts: 

  1. it is the doing, not the having and possessing of the law that matters  

   Matthew 7:24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will  

   liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 "and the rain descended, the  

   floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was  

   founded on the rock. 26 "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do  

   them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 "and the rain   

   descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And  

   great was its fall." 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people  

   were astonished at His teaching,  

  v.13 and 



  2. even the Gentiles, who do not have God’s law in written form, are not without “law.”  

   Paul explains why even those who possess and know the law will be condemned when  

   they sin. 

   The reason: The law only justifies a person when it is obeyed. 

  James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. … 25 But he  

  who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a  

  doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

  Reading it, hearing it taught, and preached, studying it – none of these acts individually, nor all  

  of them together, can justify. This is the first time in Romans that Paul uses the verb “justify.” 

   Scholars normally agree, it communicates the judicial decision of God to regard a sinner  

  as “just” or “right” or innocent before Him. 

 D. The practice of the Gentile in impartial judgment. V.14 

   The standard of morality and ethics that are righteous are written in the very hearts,  

  conscience and thoughts of every moral being, no matter how uninformed they may be about the  

  law of God, and they demonstrate this innate awareness by their conduct, in 3 ways. 

  1. They show the works of the law in their hearts. V.15a 

  2. They show the works of the law in their conscience. V.15b 

  3. They show the works of the law in their thoughts. V.15c 

   In illustrating this truth, just as the Jew had a court where he was tried (there was the law, 

  a judge, and witnesses, in a regular court), this was also true for the Gentile. This person has a  

  court within themselves, the law of God written on their heart (moral law), their conscience  

  setting as a judge, and their thoughts as a witness accusing them or excusing them. 

VI. The judgment of God will be based on motives. V.16 

 A. God will judge the secrets of men’s hearts or their motives. V.16a 

  Psalm 19:12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults.  

 B. God is going to judge men according to Jesus Christ, He is the standard. V.16b 

 C. God is going to let Jesus Christ be the judge. V.16c (Matt 25:31ff) 

  Acts 17:31 "because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness  

  by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 

  dead."  

  Acts 10:42 "And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was  

  ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.  

  1 Timothy 1:11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my 

  trust. 


