
Sermon Title: There’s Something More Important Than Your Rights  

Sermon Text: 1 Peter 2:11-12 

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to live out the visible testimony that draws unbelievers to worship  

         the One True God. 

Sermon Proposition: There are 3 key components to living a worshipful testimony. 

 

I. The inward principle that leads to a worshipful testimony. V.11 

II. The outward principle that leads to a worshipful testimony. V.12a 

III. The upward principle that leads to a worshipful testimony. V.12b 

 

The purpose and theme of this passage from Peter, is to exhort the readers to do, by living out their godly lives, 

which is the single most effective foundation for making the gospel attractive and believable. The recipients 

needed motivation to preserve evangelistically in the midst of persecution. 

 

I. The inward principle that leads to a worshipful testimony. V.11 

 A. The inward principle is guided by the right perspective. V.11a (1 John 2:15-17) 

  Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the  

  Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to  

  His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to  

  Himself. 

  Hebrews 13:14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.  

  1. Sojourners or aliens – (Paroikais) Along-side a house 

  2. Pilgrims or strangers – (parepidemous) visitors 

 B. The inward principle is guided by the right pursuit. V.11b 

   The term desire or lust is a well-known term in Greek, that refers to unbridled impulses in 

  human beings. (1 Pet 4:2-3; 2 Pet 2:18; Rom 7:14-23; Gal 5:19-21) 

  Romans 1:24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to  

  dishonor their bodies among themselves,  

  Romans 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its  

  lusts. 

  James 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15  

  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth  

  death. 

  1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world-- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

  life-- is not of the Father but is of the world. 

  Romans 8:23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves  

  groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.  

   The Pauline sense of the word belongs to the fallen human nature, that is, all that partakes 

  of the self-centeredness of human beings (look at 1 Peter 2:13 refers to sins of attitudes). 

   The concept “wage war” is a strong term that generally means to carry out a long-term  

  military campaign. It implies not just antagonism, but a relentless, malicious aggression, that  

  takes place in the soul, a kind of civil war. This image is that of an army of lustful terrorists  

  waging an internal search and destroy mission to conquer the soul of the believer. (Rom 7:14- 

  23; Rom 8; James 4:1) 

   
  



  The keys to victory and defeat of these fleshly desires: 

  1. Walking in the Spirit.  

   Galatians 5:16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the  

   flesh.  

  2. Exercise godly discipline. 

   1 Corinthians 9:27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I  

   have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

   2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves  

   from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

  3. Winning the inward understanding 

   James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot  

   be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when  

   he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it  

   gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 

  4. Perseverance for the reward 

   James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved,  

   he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  

II. The outward principle that leads to a worshipful testimony. V.12a 

 A. The outward behavior that wins is submission. 

  Chapter 2:14 shows that excellent/honorable relates to virtues that the culture itself approves;  

  later apologists for the faith would stress this fact, that according to pagan standards Christians  

  should be approved for living more moral lives than pagans. The purpose of this lifestyle is that  

  the unbelievers around them might see their good deeds (beautiful in outward form). 

 B. The outward behavior that wins is service. 

  The language among the Gentile (nations) portrays Christians as the remnant of Israel “among  

  the nations.” 

  Matthew 5:11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil  

  against you falsely for My sake. 12 "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in  

  heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. . . . 16 "Let your light so shine  

  before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

  



III. The upward principle that leads to a worshipful testimony. V.12b 

  Day of visitation is an Old Testament term (Judges 13:2-23; Ruth 1:6; 1 Sam 3:2-21; Ps 65:9;  

  104:4; Zech 10:3) referring to occasions when God visited mankind for either judgment or  

  blessing/salvation.  

  Isaiah 10:3 What will you do in the day of punishment, And in the desolation which will come  

  from afar? To whom will you flee for help? And where will you leave your glory?  

  Judgment  

  But in Exodus 3:2-10 it tells of God’s visitation to announce Israel’s eventual deliverance from  

  Egypt, blessing/salvation. 

  In the New Testament visitation usually indicates blessing and redemption. 

  Luke 1:68 "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, . ..78 

  Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;  

  Luke 7:16 Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen  

  up among us"; and, "God has visited His people." 

  But also judgment can be in view. 

  Luke 19:44 "and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave  

  in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." 

  Therefore, because the Jews rejected Christ’s visitation for salvation, it turned into a visitation of 

  judgment. (Matt 21:37-43; Rom 11:17, 20) 

  Matthew 11:20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been 

  done, because they did not repent: 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the  

  mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have  

  repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 "But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre  

  and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 "And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to  

  heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had  

  been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 "But I say to you that it shall be  

  more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you."  

  1 Thessalonians 2:14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in  

  Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as  

  they did from the Judeans, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have  

  persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak  

  to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath 

  has come upon them to the uttermost. 

 


