
Sermon Title: There’s Something More Important Than Your Rights, Part 4 

Sermon Text: 1 Peter 2:21-25 

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to follow the example and footsteps of their suffering submissive  

         Savior. 

Sermon Proposition: There are 4 life changing practices of a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

I. The mission of submission as a witnessing strategy. V.21a 

 This refers to the effective salvation call given and responded to. As soon as the Holy Spirit calls people 

 from darkness to light, they become an enemy of Satan and the world. (John 15:18-19; 1 John 3:13), 

 they also become a target for unjust and unfair attack as they seek to obey Christ. 

 Mark 10:30 "who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time-- houses and brothers and sisters and 

 mothers and children and lands, with persecutions-- and in the age to come, eternal life. 
  

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 

 John 15:20 "Remember the word that I said to you,`A servant is not greater than his master.' If they 

 persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  

 John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 

 have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

II. The model of submission as a witnessing strategy. V.21b 

 A. The evidence is Christ also suffered. 

 B. The example that Christians are to suffer. 

  Hupogrammon – literally means to “write under” refers to a pattern placed under a sheet of  

  tracing paper so original images could be duplicated. 

 C. The exhortation to follow in Christ’s steps. 

  Ichnesin – means “footprints” or “tracks”. For believers as for Him, the footprints through this  

  world are often along paths of unjust suffering and affliction. 

III. The manner of submission as a witnessing strategy. V.22-23 

 A. The position of innocence. V.22a 

  Jesus had committed no violence against God and His law. The prophet Isaiah indicated that the  

  Suffering Servant from [Isaiah 53:9 And they made His grave with the wicked-- But with the rich 

  at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth.] would never  

  violate God’s law. 

 B. The purity of inwardness. V.22b 

   The word guile or deceit is from (dolos) which is used as a general term for freedom from 

  sinful corruption. He is the picture of perfect truth, without cover-up. This teaching fits well as  

  an encouragement to believers who are suffering (slaves), they are as well as many today are  

  concerned about suffering for doing right. Jesus their Lord and Savior was absolutely innocent in 

  every aspect before God and men, yet He suffered. Therefore, their innocent suffering can be  

  part of their identification with Christ. 

 C. The practices of infectious. V.23 

  1. The response to abusive speech. V.23a 

   This is a present participle in the Greek (Ioidoroumenos) that means to use abusive, vile  

   language over and over again against someone, or “to pile abuse on someone.” It   

   described an extremely harsh kind of verbal abuse that could be more aggravating than  

   physical abuse. Jesus humbly and patiently accepted all verbal abuse against Him.  

   (Matthew 26:59-63; 27:12-14; Luke 23:6-10) Jesus did not revile in return, as   

   prophesied in [Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not  

   His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is  

   silent, So He opened not His mouth.]. (Matthew 26:57-68; 27:11-14; John 18:28-19:11) 

   on top of this is the mocking and physical, mental torture. 

   

  



  2. The response to physical threats. 

   As the sovereign, omnipotent Son of God and the Creator and Sustainer of the universe,  

   Jesus could have damned, destroyed, and demolished His enemies, with one word from  

   His mouth. 

   Luke 12:5 "But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has  

   killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!  

   Hebrews 10:29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought  

   worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by 

   which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we  

   know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. And again, "The  

   LORD will judge His people." 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living  

   God. 

   Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do."  

   And they divided His garments and cast lots.  

  3. The response to mental anguish. 

    The word (paredidou) means “to commit or hand over.” This is an imperfect  

   tense, which denotes a repeated action. Jesus and the believers strength must be based  

   upon His trust in His Father’s glorious purpose to accomplish justice on His behalf,  

   against all who oppose and abuse Him and them. 

    Also, Jesus underlying peace, came from, His resolute and confident acceptance  

   of suffering was an unshakeable focus in the perfectly righteous plan of “Him who judges 

   righteously.” (John 4:34; 15:10; 17:25) 

   2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us  

   a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things  

   which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are  

   temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  

   Genesis 18:25 "Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with  

   the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not  

   the Judge of all the earth do right?"  

   Revelation 19:2 "For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the  

   great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the  

   blood of His servants shed by her."  

   1 Thessalonians 5:15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue  

   what is good both for yourselves and for all. 

   James 5:6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you. 7  

   Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 

   the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter  

   rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9  

   Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge  

   is standing at the door! 

  Josephus, Amt 2.5.1 “Now Josphe, commending all his affairs to God, did not betake himself to  

  make his defense, . . .  but silently underwent the bonds and distress he was in . . . or test. 

  Benjamin 5:4 “The pious man shows misery to the one who abused him, and maintains silence.” 

IV. The meditation of submission as a witnessing strategy. V.24-25 

 


