Sermon Title:  The Corrupt Church
Sermon Text:  Revelation 2:18-29

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to separate themselves from the corrupt lifestyle 

       of the world in the church.

Sermon Proposition: There are 5 exhortations for the corrupt church.

THE CHURCH

The Church in Thyatira


As in the case with the churches at Smyrna and Pergamum, the Bible does not record the founding of the church at Thyatira. According to Acts 16:14, “A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God,” was converted under Paul’s ministry at Philippi. Verse 15 records that members of her household also came to saving faith in Christ and were baptized. It is possible that Lydia and her household participated in starting the church at Thyatira. More likely, the church there was founded as an outreach of Paul’s ministry at Ephesus (Acts 19:10).

THE CITY

Thyatira


From Pergamum, northernmost of the seven cities, the roman road curved east and then southeast to Thyatira, approximately forty miles away. Thyatira was located in a long north-south valley connecting the valleys of the Caicus and Hermus rivers. Unlike Smyrna or Pergamum, Thyatira was built in relatively flat country and lacked an acropolis. Its lack of natural fortifications would play a significant role in its history.


Thyatira was founded by one of Alexander the Great’s successors, Seleucus, as a military outpost guarding the north-south road. It later changed hands, and came under the rule of Lysimachus, who ruled Pergamum. Thyatira was the gateway to Pergamum, and the task of the defenders at Thyatira was to delay an attacker and thus buy time for Pergamum. Unfortunately, since Thyatira had no natural defenses, the garrison there could not hope to hold out for long. Thus, the city was repeatedly destroyed and rebuilt; the scanty references to it in ancient literature usually describe its conquest by an invading army.


Finally, about 190 B.C., Thyatira was conquered and annexed by the Romans and enjoyed the Roman peace. The city then became a flourishing commercial center. Its location on the main north-south road, formerly a liability, now became an asset. That road became even more important in Roman times, as it connected Pergamum with Laodicea, Smyrna, and the interior regions of the province of Asia. It also served as the Roman post road. At the time the book of Revelation was written, Thyatira was just entering its period of greatest prosperity.


Thyatira was noted for its numerous guilds (roughly the equivalent of today’s labor unions). Thyatira’s main industry was the production of wool and dyed goods (especially purple goods, dyed with purple dye extracted from the madder root), but inscriptions also mention guilds for linen workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave dealers, and bronze smiths (William Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia [Albany, Oreg.: AGES Software; reprint of the 1904 edition], 260). Lydia probably represented her guild in Philippi (Acts 16:14), showing that Thyatira’s market extended across the Aegean Sea to mainland Greece.


Unlike Pergamum or Smyrna, Thyatira was not an important religious center. The primary god worshiped by the Thyatirans was the Greek sun god, Apollo. Nor does there appear to have been a sizable Jewish population. The pressure faced by the Christians in Thyatira came from the guilds. To hold a job or run a business, it was necessary to be a member of a guild. Each guild had its patron deity, in whose honor feasts were held – complete with meat sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality. Christians faced the dilemma of attending those feasts or possibly losing their livelihood. How some in the Thyatira church were handling the situation caused the Lord Jesus Christ great concern.

Taken from:
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary Revelation 1-11, Moody Press/Chicago, 1999.
I.
The consultation of the corrupt church. V.18

II.
The commendation of the corrupt church. V.19


A.
The church was faithful in their love. V.19a


B.
The church was faithful in their service. V.19b


C.
The church was faithful in their faith. V.19c


D.
The church was faithful in their perseverance. V.19d


E.
The church was faithful in their multiplication. V.19e

III.
The condemnation of the corrupt church. V.20-23


A.
There are 3 condemnations. V.20



1.
Condemned for allowing false propheters. V.20a

2 Thessalonians 3:6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.


2.
Condemned for allowing false teaching. V. 20b

Romans 2:21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? 24 For "the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written.


3.
Condemned for allowing false seduction. V.20c


B.
There are 3 consequences tied to failure to repent. V.21-23a



1.
The personal judgment of God. v.21-22a

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.


2.
The corporate judgment of God. v.22b

Romans 2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who "will render to each one according to his deeds":


3.
The generational judgment of God. v.23a
Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.

C.
There are 2 conclusions of God ordained judgment. V.23b



1.
The churches will know the extent of God’s sovereignty. V.23b



2.
The churches will know the extent of God’s salvation. V.23c
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.
Revelation 22:12 " And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.

IV.
The command of the corrupt church. V.24-25 

Galatians 5:16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
Ephesians 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,
Ephesians 5:15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,

Philippians 3:16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.
1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
V.
The counsel of the corrupt church. V.26-29

A.
The promise of mutual rulership. V.26-27 
John 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent."

Matthew 19:28 So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
Revelation 12:5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.
Revelation 19:15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
Revelation 3:21 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

B.
The promise of mutual glory. V.28-29 
Daniel 12:3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.
Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?
Revelation 22:16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star."
1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

Three important truths of the text:

1.
This letter reveals the seriousness of practicing and tolerating sin.

2.
A pattern of obedience marks true Christians.

3.
God’s gracious promise to His own is that, in spite of struggles with sin and error in the church, the faithful will experience God’s Blessings.

